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Annual Technical Conference - January 12-14, 2027
Plans are underway for the 2026 Annual Technical Conference 
January 12-14 at the Ramkota Convention Center in Pierre, SD. 
Registration is available online at sdarws.com/atc.

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION ENDS DECEMBER 15, 2026!

MEMBER REGISTRATION
FULL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION: $375 (Early Bird) / $400 (after 12/15/26)
TUESDAY ONLY: $250 (Early Bird) / $275 (after 12/15/26)
WEDNESDAY ONLY: $300 (Early Bird) / $325 (after 12/15/26)
AWARDS BANQUET ONLY: $25
NON-ATTENDEE GUEST PASS: $75 (NOTE: This pass is for guests of Registered 

Attendees only and grants access to the Exhibit Hall and meal functions. This pass 
is not valid for industry professionals or employees of water/wastewater systems, 
and no contact hours will be awarded.)

ATC AWARD Submissions
There are only a few more short months before the snow flies, so that means it’s time 
to get in your award nominations for the ATC! Application and information can be 
found on pages 13-14. The deadline to submit applications is October 30th, and it 
can be done by mailing in the form on page 14, or online at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/ATCawards. If you have questions about the awards, please give the SDARWS 
Madison office a call at 605-556-7219.

Water Taste Test Contest
This year’s Exhibit Hall will feature a public judging of the top three finalists in the SD 
Rural Water Taste Test. The winner chosen at this Taste Test will go on to represent 
South Dakota in the National Rural Water Taste Test held at the Rural Water Rally in 
Washington, DC in February of 2028. If your water system or municipality is interested 
in participating in the Taste Test, please make sure that you bring a quart-sized glass 
jar filled with water from your system to the Registration Desk by 2:00pm on Tuesday, 
January 12th.
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CONFERENCE INFO
January 

12-14, 2027
PIERRE RAMKOTA HOTEL 
& CONVENTION CENTER

REGISTRATION OPENS SEPTEMBER 15TH

Register online at sdarws.com/ATC by December 15 and 
save $25 off your registration.

HOTEL INFORMATION
DAYS INN – 605-224-0411
GOVERNOR'S INN – 605-224-4200
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS – 605-223-9045
BAYMONT INN & SUITES – 605-224-4140

TUESDAY
EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS
9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

AWARDS LUNCHEON - 
SPONSORED BY DGR
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

KEYNOTE 
Tim Eggebraaten 
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

KEYNOTE BREAKOUT
3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS
3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

 HALLWAY EXHIBITS
10:00 AM - 4:30 PM

WEDNESDAY
  ANNUAL MEETING
8:00 AM - 10:00 AM

EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS
8:00 AM - 11:30 AM

HALLWAY EXHIBITS
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

RURAL WATER CENTER 
ANNUAL MEETING
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS
1:00 PM - 3:30 PM

LEGISLATIVE PANEL
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

EXHIBIT HALL & RECEPTION
3:30 PM - 7:30 PM

THURSDAY
LEGISLATIVE OPEN FORUM & 
BREAKFAST
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM

 PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE

2027
PREMIERE 
SPONSOR

SAVE THE DATE

sdarws.com/ATC
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Get Your Home Ready for Winter
Warm days may still be hanging on, but 

colder weather is not far behind. Taking 
a few simple steps now can help protect your 
home, plumbing and water meter before 
freezing temperatures arrive.

Frozen pipes can crack or burst, leading to 
significant water loss and costly damage. 
Even a small, 1/8-inch opening can release 
approximately 3,200 gallons of water in a 
single day. Preparing early is much easier than 
dealing with an emergency in the middle of 
winter.

Insulate Vulnerable Pipes
Check pipes located in crawl spaces, attics, 
basements, garages and other areas that may 
not receive adequate heat. Foam pipe sleeves 
and fiberglass insulation are inexpensive 
options available at most hardware stores.

Heat tape may also be used on vulnerable 
pipes and valves. Always choose a UL-approved 
product and follow the manufacturer’s 
installation instructions carefully. If heat tape 
is already installed, inspect it before winter to 
make sure it is still working properly.

Locate Your Shut-Off Valves
Make sure everyone in your household knows where the 
main water shut-off valve is located. In an emergency, 
shutting off the water quickly can prevent extensive 
damage. If your water meter is located in the basement, 
the valve is generally nearby.

You should also know the location of the service line valve 
that controls water to your entire property. Contact your 
rural water system before operating any valve owned by 
the system.

Check Your Meter Pit
Inspect the meter pit for visible damage and make sure the 
lid is secure. Additional insulating material may be placed 
inside the pit if recommended by your rural water provider.

Clearly mark the meter pit’s location so it can be seen after 
heavy snowfall and avoided by snowplows, vehicles and 
other equipment. Contact your rural water system if the pit, 
lid, meter or nearby plumbing appears damaged.

Disconnect Outdoor Hoses
Remove, drain and store garden hoses before temperatures 
fall below freezing. Drain exterior faucets and shut off their 
indoor supply valves when possible. Underground sprinkler 

systems should also be properly drained or blown out 
before winter.

Seal Out Cold Air
Inspect the areas around foundations, sill plates, doors, 
windows and utility openings. Seal cracks and gaps 
with caulk, spray foam or insulation to prevent cold air 
from reaching nearby pipes. Close and secure basement 
windows, crawl-space openings and access doors.

A Few Final Reminders
During extreme cold or a winter power outage, open 
cabinet doors beneath sinks to allow warmer air to 
circulate around plumbing.

When leaving home for an extended period, keep the heat 
on and arrange for someone to check the property. 
Contact your rural water system if the water service needs 
to be shut off.

Clean leaves and debris from gutters to help prevent ice 
dams, and make sure downspouts direct water away from 
the foundation. Trim weak or overhanging tree branches 
that could break under the weight of snow and ice.

A little preparation this fall can help keep your water 
flowing – and protect your home – all winter long.
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OPERATOR CERTIFICATION 
TRAINING AND EXAMS

Classes start at 8:00 AM Tuesday through Thursday. Classes end at approximately 4:30 PM on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, and noon on Thursday. One-day Workshops start at 8:00 AM and end at 4:30 PM.

Register for training classes online at: web.sdarws.com/events

Basic Wastewater Treatment Rapid City - Ramkota September 22-24, 2026
OpCert Exam Rapid City - Ramkota @ 1:00 PM September 24 @ 1:00 PM
Stabilization Pond Workshop Yankton - Kelly Inn October 1, 2026
Thinking Safely in the Field Platte - Community Center @ 10:00 AM October 6, 2026
Intermediate Water Treatment Sioux Falls - Ramkota October 6-8, 2026
Thinking Safely in the Field Huron - Campus Center October 8, 2026
OpCert Exam Sioux Falls - Ramkota @ 1:00 PM October 8 @ 1:00 PM
Wastewater Workshop Grand River Casino - @ 8:00 AM October 14, 2026
Water Distribution Rapid City - Ramkota October 20-22, 2026
OpCert Exam Rapid City - Ramkota @ 1:00 PM October 22 @ 1:00 PM
Basic Water Treatment Sioux Falls - Ramkota November 3-5, 2026
OpCert Exam Sioux Falls - Ramkota @ 1:00 PM November 5 @ 1:00 PM
Wastewater Workshop Rosebud Rural Water - @ 8:00 AM November 10, 2026
Wastewater Collection Rapid City - Ramkota November 17-19, 2026
OpCert Exam Rapid City - Ramkota @ 1:00 PM November 19 @ 1:00 PM
Water Distribution Aberdeen - Dakota Events Center December 8-10, 2026
OpCert Exam Aberdeen - DEC @ 1:00 PM December 10 @ 1:00 PM
Basic Water Treatment Pierre - Ramkota January 26-28, 2027
OpCert Exam Pierre - Ramkota @ 1:00 PM January 28 @ 1:00 PM
Small Water Treatment Microsoft Teams (online) February 3, 2027
Wastewater Collection Watertown - Watertown Events Center February 23-25, 2027
OpCert Exam Watertown - WEC @ 1:00 PM February 25 @ 1:00 PM
Water Distribution Spearfish - Spearfish Covention Center March 2-4, 2027
OpCert Exam Spearfish - SCC @ 1:00 PM March 4 @ 1:00 PM
Intermediate Water Treatment Watertown - Watertown Events Center April 6-8, 2027
OpCert Exam Watertown - WEC @ 1:00 PM April 8 @ 1:00 PM
Wastewater Collection Rapid City - Ramkota May 4-6, 2027
OpCert Exam Rapid City - Ramkota @ 1:00 PM May 6 @ 1:00 PM
Advanced Water Treatment Sioux Falls - Maguire May 25-27, 2027
OpCert Exam Sioux Falls - Maguire @ 1:00 PM May 27 @ 1:00 PM
Stabilization Pond Workshop DeSmet - DeSmet Events Center June 2, 2027
Stabilization Pond Workshop Winner - Fire Hall June 16, 2027
Stabilization Pond Workshop Milbank - Visitors Center June 23, 2027
Small Water Treatment Huron - Huron Community Campus June 30, 2027
Basic Wastewater Treatment Aberdeen - Dakota Events Center July 13-15, 2027
OpCert Exam Aberdeen - DEC @ 1:00 PM July 15 @ 1:00 PM
Wastewater Collection Mitchell - Highlands Conference Center Aug. 31 - Sept 2, 2027

CERTIFICATION TRAINING CLASSES: are conducted by the South 
Dakota Association of Rural Water Systems at no charge. Certified 
Operators can obtain contact hours for attending all of the above 
classes. For more information on certification training 
classes, please contact SDARWS at 605-556-7219 or visit 
sdarws.com/certification.

EXAM INFORMATION: All exams are $60 and must be taken in 
person. Multiple exams may be taken during a three-hour exam 
session. Applications are due to DANR at least two weeks before the 
exam date. Questions may be directed to Tammie Hill at 605-773-3577.

DANR WEBSITE: danr.sd.gov/OfficeOfWater/OperatorCert
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INVESTING IN EVERY DROP: 
How South Dakota Built Its Water Future

WORKING TOGETHER FOR CLEAN WATER
Clean, reliable water does not arrive at the faucet by 

accident.

Behind every glass of water is a network of wells, pipelines, 
pumps, storage tanks and treatment facilities. Much 
of that infrastructure is out of sight, but it is essential to 
everyday life. It supports homes, schools, hospitals, farms 
and businesses in communities across South Dakota.

Building those systems has required decades of planning, 
local commitment and financial partnerships. For more 
than 60 years, South Dakota’s communities and rural water 
systems have worked with state and federal agencies to 
bring dependable water service to residents throughout 
the state.

South Dakota’s modern rural water story began in the early 
1960s. Early systems responded to a basic need. In many 
rural areas, individual wells could not always provide 
enough water or the quality residents needed. Regional 
systems offered a more dependable solution by serving 
many farms, homes and communities through a shared 
network.

The challenge was cost. Constructing treatment facilities 
and laying miles of pipeline across sparsely populated 
areas was beyond what locals could reasonably finance 
alone.

Federal assistance became critical. The Farmers Home 
Administration—now USDA Rural Development—was the 
primary funding partner for 22 of South Dakota’s first 32 
major rural water systems. That support was combined 
with local contributions and assistance from the state, 
water development districts, Community Development 
Block Grants, CoBank, local lenders and other partners. No 
single program built South Dakota’s rural water network. It 
was created through cooperation.

A Major State Commitment
One of the most important turning points came in 1993, 
when the South Dakota Legislature created a dedicated 
state funding mechanism for water projects.

Through the Water Environment Fund, South Dakota 
began providing grants and affordable financing for 
drinking water, wastewater, stormwater, flood-control, 
irrigation and other eligible water infrastructure. The 
programs also support large regional projects identified as 
important to the state’s long-term water future.

From 1993 through June 2026, South Dakota obligated 
approximately $332.3 million in dedicated state funding 
through the Consolidated Water Facilities Construction 
Program and the State Water Resources Management 
System.
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Of that amount, approximately $178.5 million supported 
drinking-water projects. About $135.4 million went 
specifically to regional and rural water systems or projects 
directly connecting to them.

Funding That Keeps Working
South Dakota expanded its funding tools through state 
revolving loan programs. These are federal funds that are 
allocated to the EPA, then directed to the state for funding 
eligible water projects.

The Clean Water State Revolving Fund began supporting 
wastewater and water-quality projects in 1989. The 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund followed in 1998.

The idea is straightforward. Communities and water 
systems receive affordable, long-term loans to complete 
projects. As those loans are repaid, the money returns to 
the fund and can be loaned again.

In that way, the same dollars can support multiple 
generations of water infrastructure. Some projects also 

qualify for grants or principal forgiveness, which means a 
portion of the loan does not have to be repaid. 

From the beginning of the Drinking Water State Revolving 
Fund in 1998 through June 2026, South Dakota 
obligated approximately $1.457 billion. Of that 
total, approximately $641.6 million supported 
rural and regional water systems.

The Clean Water State Revolving Fund has 
provided even more assistance. Since the 
program began in 1989, approximately $1.99 
billion has been obligated for wastewater and 
other eligible clean-water projects.

That funding is an important part of the water 
story. Supplying safe drinking water is essential, 
but communities must also be able to properly 
collect, manage and treat the wastewater 
produced after that water is used.

A Historic Surge in Investment
South Dakota entered another important period 
of water investment following the COVID-19 
pandemic. The state directed a significant portion 
of its federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funding toward drinking water, wastewater and 
stormwater infrastructure.

Through June 2026, approximately $695.2 million 
from South Dakota’s share of ARPA funding had 
been allocated through the Board of Water and 
Natural Resources for eligible water-related 
projects.

Of that amount, approximately $394.6 million 
supported drinking-water projects. About $283.3 
million went to regional and rural water systems 
or projects directly connecting to them.

Those investments allowed communities to 
replace aging infrastructure, expand treatment 
and storage capacity, improve wastewater 

systems and extend service to growing areas.

They also showed the scale of South Dakota’s continuing 
water needs.

Why the Need Continues
One-time funding can accomplish a great deal, but it 
cannot replace a long-term strategy. Water infrastructure 
does not last forever. Pipes corrode. Pumps wear out. 
Treatment equipment must be replaced. Communities 
grow, regulations change and construction costs rise.

These challenges are especially difficult for small 
communities. A project costing several million dollars may 
have to be supported by only a few hundred customers. 
Even an affordable loan can result in a significant increase 
in household water bills.
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BUILDING REGIONAL SYSTEMS
Some of South Dakota’s water projects have been too large to build through local and state 
resources alone.

Major regional systems such as WEB Water, Mni Wiconi, Mid-Dakota Rural Water System, Perkins 
County Rural Water System and Lewis & Clark Regional Water System required significant federal 
investment through the Bureau of Reclamation.

These projects were designed to serve large areas where local supplies were limited, unreliable 
or unable to support future growth. They also demonstrated what can happen when communities 
cooperate across county and even state boundaries.

That is why grants, principal forgiveness and state 
matching funds matter. They do not eliminate the local 
responsibility to maintain a water system. Instead, they 
help keep essential projects within reach.

State dollars can also leverage federal investment. Many 
federal programs require matching funds, completed 
planning or evidence that a project is ready to proceed. 
A dependable state commitment gives South Dakota a 
stronger opportunity to bring additional federal resources 
home.

An Investment in Every Community
Reliable water supports nearly every part of community 
life.

It protects public health, allows businesses to operate, 
supports housing development and provides the water 
needed for emergency services. Effective wastewater 

treatment protects rivers, lakes and groundwater.

South Dakota’s water systems were not built through one 
funding source or one historic investment. They are the 
result of more than six decades of local leadership and 
state and federal partnership.

That history offers an important lesson for the future.

One-time funding can help meet urgent needs, but long-
term progress requires a dependable state commitment. 
Consistent investment allows communities to plan 
responsibly, keep projects affordable and make the best 
use of available federal funds.

Investing in water is not simply about pipes, pumps and 
treatment plants. It is an investment in public health, 
economic opportunity and the future of every South 
Dakota community.
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For many rural South Dakota households, raising cattle is 
part of daily life. Whether a family manages a large 

cow-calf operation or keeps a smaller herd on an acreage, 
dependable water is one of the most important resources 
available to those animals.

Feed, genetics and pasture management often receive the 
most attention when producers look for ways to improve 
cattle performance. However, water can be just as 
important. Cattle need an adequate supply of clean water 
to maintain their health, regulate body temperature, digest 
feed and support milk production and weight gain.

According to SDSU Extension, research has found that 
cattle provided with clean water may spend more time 
grazing and less time resting than cattle drinking directly 
from a pond. Calves may gain as much as one-quarter 
pound more per day when their mothers have access to 
clean water. Cattle drinking clean water from tanks have 
also gained as much as one-half pound more per day 
than cattle relying on lower-quality water from ponds or 
dugouts. [SDSU Extension (1)]

Over an entire grazing season, even a modest improvement 
in daily gain can make a noticeable difference.

Water Quantity Matters
Cattle require significant amounts of water, and their needs 
change with their size, stage of production and the 

weather. A common guideline is that dry cows and bulls 
need approximately one gallon of water per 100 pounds of 
body weight each day. Lactating cows may require about 
two gallons per 100 pounds. [SDSU Extension (2)]

That means a 1,300-pound lactating cow could require 
approximately 26 gallons of water per day. During periods 
of extreme heat, cattle may drink even more. University of 
Minnesota Extension reports that cattle under heat stress 
can consume more than 20 gallons per day and emphasizes 
that watering systems must refill quickly enough to keep up 
with demand. [University of Minnesota Extension (3)]

A dependable rural water connection can help provide a 
consistent supply during dry summers, when shallow wells, 
dams and dugouts may become unreliable. Producers 
should make sure pipes, tanks, valves and floats are sized 
to meet the herd’s peak demand – not merely its average 
daily use.

Quality Matters, Too
A pond may appear to contain plenty of water, but cattle 
entering the water can reduce its quality. Manure, urine, 
stirred-up sediment and damaged banks may introduce 
bacteria, nutrients and other contaminants. Warm 
temperatures and reduced water levels can make these 
problems worse.

High concentrations of certain minerals can also affect 

CLEAN WATER, BETTER GAINS: 
HOW RURAL WATER SUPPORTS CATTLE PRODUCTION
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cattle performance. For example, excessive sulfate in 
drinking water may reduce average daily gain and feed 
efficiency and can contribute to serious health problems. 
University of Minnesota Extension notes that water 
containing less than 1,000 parts per million of sulfate is 
generally considered safe, although the animals’ total 
sulfur intake from both feed and water must be considered. 
[University of Minnesota Extension (3)]

Water that has an unusual color, odor or taste – or a source 
that changes during drought – may need to be tested. A 
veterinarian, livestock nutritionist or Extension specialist 
can help interpret livestock water-test results.

Better Water Distribution Benefits the Pasture
Reliable water can also improve how cattle use available 
grass. SDSU Extension reports that cattle spend 77% of 
their grazing time within 1,200 feet of water. When only one 
water source is available, cattle may overgraze nearby 
areas while leaving more-distant forage underused. [SDSU 
Extension (1)]

Pipelines and strategically placed stock tanks can distribute 
cattle more evenly across a pasture. More-uniform grazing 
can improve forage use, spread manure nutrients across a 

larger area, reduce pressure around ponds and streams, 
and help protect grass and soil health.

For households served by a rural water system, that reliable 
supply can provide benefits extending well beyond the 
home. Where system policies and capacity allow, rural 
water delivered to properly designed livestock tanks can 
help cattle drink more consistently, graze more efficiently 
and remain productive during South Dakota’s hottest and 
driest conditions.

Before adding or expanding a livestock connection, 
contact your rural water system to discuss available 
capacity, rates, metering requirements and backflow 
protection. A well-planned watering system is an 
investment not only in convenience, but also in healthier 
cattle, better pasture use and the long-term productivity of 
the operation.

(1):	extension.sdstate.edu/water-quality “Water Quality”

(2):	extension.sdstate.edu/weather-and-water-intake-beef-cattle 
“Weather and Water Intake in Beef Cattle - SDSU Extension”

(3):	extension.umn.edu/beef-feedlot/managing-heat-stress-feedlot-
cattle#sources-847910 “Managing heat stress in feedlot cattle”
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Clean drinking water and reliable wastewater service 
are essential to every South Dakota community. 

These services protect public health and allow homes and 
businesses to function normally.

Most days, local water and wastewater professionals 
manage these responsibilities quietly and effectively. But 
a major storm, flood, equipment failure, power outage, 
contamination event, or other emergencies can quickly 
exceed the personnel and resources available to a single 
utility.

When that happens, South Dakota utilities can turn to the 
South Dakota Water and Wastewater Agency Response 
Network (SDWARN).

What Is SDWARN?
SDWARN is a statewide mutual assistance network founded 
on a straightforward principle: utilities helping utilities.

The network helps water and wastewater systems prepare 
for natural and human-caused emergencies, organize their 
response, and share personnel, equipment, supplies, and 
technical expertise when assistance is needed. Its purpose 
is to help utilities respond to emergencies and restore 
essential services as quickly and safely as possible.

Participation is open to public and private water and 
wastewater utilities operating in South Dakota. A utility 
becomes a member when the Mutual Aid Agreement 
is signed by an official with legal authority to enter into 
contracts on behalf of the utility, such as a mayor, board 
chair, or president. There is no cost to participate.

Why a Specialized Water Network Is Needed
Water and wastewater emergencies often require 
knowledge and equipment that are not commonly 
available from other responding organizations.

A neighboring utility may have:
n	 A certified operator who can assist with treatment or 

system operations
n	 A specialized pump, generator, valve, or repair tool
n	 Leak-detection, excavation, or sewer-cleaning 

equipment
n	 Laboratory, sampling, or water-quality expertise
n	 Personnel experienced with a particular treatment 

process
n	 Replacement materials or emergency supplies
n	 Operators who understand state and federal water-

quality requirements

SDWARN
UTILITIES HELPING UTILITIES WHEN EMERGENCIES STRIKE
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Another utility is often best 
positioned to understand the 
problem, identify the correct 
equipment, and work safely 
within a water or wastewater 
facility. SDWARN also works 
in conjunction with the 
South Dakota Association of 
Rural Water Systems, whose 
field staff regularly assist 
communities with operational, 
technical, and emergency 
related challenges.

Emergencies Covered 
by SDWARN
The SDWARN agreement 
defines an emergency broadly. 
It may include a natural or 
human-caused event that 
threatens life, property, public 
health, or a utility’s ability to 
continue operating.

The agreement is intended for 
situations that are, or could reasonably become, beyond 
the affected utility’s ability to manage with its own 
personnel, equipment, and facilities.

How Mutual Assistance Works
Before an emergency occurs, each SDWARN member 
identifies an authorized official such as the manager or 
assistant manager who may request, offer, decline, or 
withdraw assistance. Members also maintain emergency 
contact information and identify resources that may be 
available to help another utility.

When an emergency occurs, the authorized official may 
contact another participating utility and request personnel, 
equipment, or supplies. 

The responding utility evaluates the request and determines 
whether it has resources available. Membership does not 
require a utility to respond. Each utility retains complete 
discretion to decide whether it can safely assist without 
jeopardizing service to its own community.

If assistance is available, the responding utility 
communicates what resources it can provide and when 
those resources are expected to arrive.

SDWARN and SDARWS Working Together
SDWARN provides the mutual aid network that allows 
water and wastewater utilities to assist one another 
during emergencies. That response is strengthened by the 
technical resources of the South Dakota Association of 

Rural Water Systems.

SDARWS Circuit Riders, 
wastewater technicians, 
source water protection 
specialists, and trainers work 
with utilities across the state 
and can help assess problems, 
troubleshoot system failures, 
locate leaks, protect drinking 
water sources, and connect 
communities with needed 
personnel and equipment.

SDWARN also maintains a 
limited inventory of emergency 
response equipment, including 
portable pumps. When those 
resources are combined with 
SDARWS field expertise and 
equipment, utilities are often 
able to respond more quickly, 
reduce damage, and restore 
service sooner.

Together, SDWARN and SDARWS provide communities with 
both a formal mutual aid network and experienced 
technical support when the unexpected occurs.

Preparation Before the Emergency
The strongest mutual aid programs are built before disaster 
strikes.

SDWARN helps participating systems:
n	 Develop relationships with neighboring utilities.

n	 Maintain current emergency contact information.

n	 Identify available personnel, equipment, and supplies.

n	 Establish procedures for requesting and providing 
assistance.

n	 Coordinate with emergency-management agencies.

n	 Support training and emergency-response planning.

n	 Reduce administrative delays during a crisis.

What SDWARN Means for Consumers
SDWARN reflects a tradition familiar throughout South 
Dakota: neighbors helping neighbors. By establishing a 
dependable process for utilities to share personnel and 
resources, the network strengthens the resilience of water 
and wastewater systems and the communities that depend 
on them.

For consumers, that can mean shorter service interruptions, 
reduced damage, continued protection of drinking water 
quality, and a faster return to normal.
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RULES: Use the colored squares in the puzzle to solve the word scramble above. Call your Rural Water System (See page 2 for contact 
information), scan the QR code, or submit online at www.sdarws.com/crossword with the correct phrase by October 15, 2026 to be 
entered into the $100 drawing. 
Only one entry allowed per address/household. You must be a member of a participating rural water system to be eligible for the prize. 
Your information will only be used to notify the winner, and will not be shared or sold. 
Congratulations to Joshua Anderson from BDM Rural Water who had the correct phrase of “ADVENTURE BEGINS OUTSIDE” for July 2026.

LOCAL MASCOTS

Enter to 

Win $100

ACROSS
4.	 Miller’s mascot sounds like someone 

rounding up cattle

6.	 Watertown teams compete under this 
sharp-pointed nickname

9.	 Gregory athletes take their name from this 
powerful primate

11.	 Aberdeen Central teams soar under this 
two-word mascot

12.	 Aberdeen Roncalli athletes use this 
knightly nickname

14.	 Rapid City Central teams share a name 

with someone who repairs shoes

16.	 Madison athletes proudly answer to this 
tough canine name

17.	 Hamlin teams compete under this 
energetic mascot name

DOWN
1.	 This Mitchell mascot is a nod to South 

Dakota agriculture
2.	 Newell’s unusual mascot reflects the 

importance of water to agriculture
3.	 Brookings athletes share their name with 

this wild feline
5.	 Brandon Valley teams are named for this 

elusive wild cat
7.	 Huron athletes take the field with this 

striped mascot
8.	 Redfield teams are named for South 

Dakota’s famous game bird
9.	 Pierre’s mascot fits perfectly for South 

Dakota’s capital city
10.	 Yankton girls are represented by this 

speedy animal
13.	 Sturgis Brown has one of South Dakota’s 

most unusual mascot names
15.	 Yankton boys compete under the name of 

this male deer
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SOUTH LINCOLN RURAL WATER 
CELEBRATES NEW TREATMENT PLANT

South Lincoln Rural Water welcomed customers and 
community members to an open house on June 17, 

offering tours of its new water treatment plant near 
Beresford. The new facility represents an important 
investment in providing safe, reliable drinking water today 
while preparing for the future needs of the growing system.

As South Lincoln Rural Water added new wells to meet 
increasing demand, higher levels of iron and manganese 
created the need for additional treatment. The new plant 
is designed to remove those naturally occurring minerals, 
helping maintain the high-quality water customers expect. 
It can currently treat up to 4.5 million gallons of water each 

day and can be expanded as water needs continue to grow.

Reliability was also a major focus of the project. Backup 
power and redundant systems were included in the design 
to help keep water flowing even if equipment or electrical 
problems occur. The plant was also designed so portions of 
the treatment process can be taken offline for maintenance 
while the rest of the facility continues operating.

For South Lincoln Rural Water customers, the project is 
about more than a new building. It is an investment in 
dependable service, improved treatment and a water 
system built to serve homes, farms, businesses and 
communities for many years to come.

RURAL WATER
AC R O S S  S O U T H  DA KOTA
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Give recognition where it is due by making an award 
nomination. Awards will be presented at the 

Awards Banquet. Application deadline is October 
30th. Eligible nominees must be affiliated with a system 
member in good standing. The online form can be 
found at www.surveymonkey.com/r/ATCawards, or 
scan the QR code below.

WE ARE ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

Rural Water System of the Year: Recognition for a 
member system who puts forth exceptional efforts 
to properly manage, operate, and maintain their 
drinking water system.

Rural Water Manager of the Year: Recognition for 
a manager of a Rural Water System for outstanding 
performance in operating a Rural Water System.

Rural Water Office Person of the Year: 
Recognition for an administrative employee of a Rural 
Water System for outstanding performance in office 
management and procedures.

Rural Water System Operations Supervisor of 
the Year: Recognition for a State of South Dakota 
Certified Operator who is actively working a 
supervisory role for a Rural Water System, and has 
demonstrated outstanding leadership ability and/or 
accomplishments in drinking water.

Rural Water System Operations Specialist of the 
Year: Recognition for a State of South Dakota 
Certified Operator who is actively working for a Rural 

Water System with outstanding leadership ability and/
or accomplishments in drinking water.

Municipal Water/Wastewater System of the 
Year: Recognizes a municipality who puts forth 
exceptional efforts to properly manage, operate, and 
maintain their drinking water and wastewater system.

Municipal Manager of the Year: Recognition for a 
municipal manager for outstanding performance in 
managing a municipality. 

Municipal Office Person of the Year: Recognition 
for an administrative employee of a municipality 
(i.e. clerk, finance officer, etc.) for outstanding 
performance in office management and procedures.

Municipal Operations Specialist of the Year: 
Recognition for a State of South Dakota Certified 
Operator who is actively working for a municipality 
with outstanding leadership ability/accomplishments 
in water.

Spirit of Rural Water: This award is presented to an 
individual, business or group that goes above and 
beyond for a rural water system or rural water 
cause. South Dakota Rural Water wants to recognize 
exceptional rural water advocates that stand out 
from the pack because of their commitment to 
rural water issues and/or their passion for the job. 
Eligible candidates include rural and community 
water consumers, employees, directors, as well as 
lawmakers, businesses, or any person or group that 
puts forth a noble effort to advance rural water.

Do you know someone who is doing a great job? Goes above and beyond the 
call of duty? Has your water system achieved excellence this year – or has 
overcome some amazing challenges?

Award nominations

To make a nomination visit surveymonkey.com/r/ATCawards, 
or scan the QR code.



Name of Nominee___________________________________________________ Title ________________________________________________

Employer _____________________________________________________________________________ Years with System  ___________

Name of person making nomination  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________________________________________ State ________ Zipcode _________________

Please Indicate Award: 

o Rural Water System of the Year  o Municipal Manager of the Year

o Rural Water Manager of the Year  o Municipal Office Person of the Year

o Rural Water Office Person of the Year  o Municipal Operations Specialist of the Year

o Rural Water Operations Supervisor of the Year  o Spirit of Rural Water

o Rural Water Operations Specialist of the Year 

    

Supporting Information: Please provide a narrative for why this nominee deserves the award 
(outstanding accomplishments, contributions to system and state association, certifications, awards, 
exemplary work on legislative Issues, leadership, civic activities, etc.) Feel free to add additional pages if 
needed.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This form is also available online at: www.surveymonkey.com/r/ATCawards

Deadline to apply is October 30th.
Please complete this entry form and mail to: 

SDARWS | Attn: Paul | PO Box 287 | Madison, SD 57042
or scan and email to atc@sdarws.com

Award nominations

14 |  October 2026
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
– JEREMIAH CORBIN

RELIABLE WATER TAKES PREPARATION
Most of us rarely think 

about what it takes 
to keep water available 
when we need it. We turn 
on the faucet, fill a stock 
tank, flush the toilet, or 
start a load of laundry 
and expect water to 
come out.

That reliability is not 
accidental.

Throughout this issue of 
Quality on Tap!, there 
are several examples of 
planning, investment, 
and cooperation that 
help keep water dependable across South Dakota.

For homeowners, preparation may be as simple as 
disconnecting outdoor hoses, insulating vulnerable pipes, 
or knowing where the main water shut-off valve is located 
before winter arrives.

For livestock producers, dependable water can directly 
affect animal health, weight gain, and pasture utilization. A 
properly designed watering system can help cattle remain 
productive while making better use of available forage.

For water systems, preparation often means looking years 
into the future. South Lincoln Rural Water’s new treatment 
plant near Beresford is a good example. As demand 
increased and new wells introduced higher levels of iron and 
manganese, the system invested in additional treatment 
capacity, backup power, and redundant equipment. The 
result is not just a new building, but a system better prepared 
to provide dependable water today and accommodate 
future growth.

That same kind of long-term thinking has shaped South 
Dakota’s rural water network for more than six decades. 
Local systems, communities, the state, and federal partners 
have worked together to build the wells, pipelines, storage, 
and treatment infrastructure that serves residents across 

South Dakota today.

Preparation also matters 
when something 
unexpected happens.

The South Dakota Water 
and Wastewater Agency 
Response Network, or 
SDWARN, gives utilities a 
way to help one another 
when storms, equipment 
failures, power outages, 
or other emergencies 
exceed a single system’s 
resources. Combined with 
the technical assistance 
and equipment available 

through the South Dakota Association of Rural Water 
Systems, the network helps communities respond faster 
and restore essential services.

These topics may look very different, but they share one 
important message:

Reliable water depends on people preparing before a 
problem arises.

It means a homeowner protecting pipes before the first 
hard freeze. It means a producer planning for adequate 
livestock water. It means a rural water board investing 
in treatment capacity and redundancy before demand 
exceeds the system. It means utilities building mutual-
aid relationships before an emergency occurs. And it 
means state and federal leaders maintaining the financial 
partnerships necessary to replace aging infrastructure and 
build for future needs.

Much of the work that protects our water supply happens 
quietly and well before anyone notices a problem.

When preparation, investment, and cooperation are 
working as they should, clean and reliable water simply 
remains available.

That is something worth protecting and something worth 
planning for.



WATER MATTERS
LAKES IN SOUTH DAKOTA

 

According to Webster’s Dictionary, a lake is “a considerable 
inland body of standing water.” Our neighbor to the east 

(Minnesota) is commonly referred to as the “Land of 10,000 
Lakes,” but the real count is closer to 15,000. By contrast, lakes 
are a relatively rare commodity in South Dakota, and even 
the smallest bodies of water can be treasured recreational 
resources.

South Dakota lakes fall into two basic categories. In the eastern 
part of the state, lakes exist where there are natural depressions 
in the land surface. In most cases, these depressions formed 
when one or more large chunks of the last glaciers that 
covered the area were left behind. When they finally melted, 
the resulting “hole” in the landscape filled with water and a 
lake was formed. Pickerel Lake in Day County, Lake Kampeska 
near Watertown, Wall Lake near Sioux Falls, along with all of 
the Round and Mud Lakes (most eastern SD counties have at 
least one of these!) formed in this manner.

In western South Dakota, natural depressions are quite rare, 
and most lakes owe their existence to human efforts. In order 
to create bodies of standing water, barriers have been built 
across the valleys of streams and river to hold back water 
that would otherwise flow away. These can range in scale 
from small stock dams holding back a few acres of water for 
livestock, all the way up to the Lake Oahe on the Missouri River, 
which covers over 370,000 acres and backs up water as far as 
Bismarck, North Dakota. Sheridan and Deerfield Lakes in the 
Black Hills, along with Lake Sharp and Lake Francis Case on the 
Missouri River were formed in a similar manner.

In a state where water is often a scarce resource, lakes provide 
opportunities of residents and tourists alike to enjoy a peaceful 
day or two away from the hustle and bustle of daily life. What’s 
your favorite South Dakota lake?

Lake Herman, Madison, SD

Lewis & Clark Lake, Tabor, SD

P.O. Box 287
Madison, SD 57042

www.sdarws.com
605-556-7219


